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Explaining Full Subject-Based Banding
(Click the link above to watch the full video)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMc_GispPmk


Implementation of Full SBB

• In order to create more
opportunities for students of
different backgrounds and
academic courses to learn and
play together,

• This changes the way we organise
form classes to ensure a good mix
of student profiles.

• This enables students from
different backgrounds to build
meaningful friendships and learn
to value different perspectives.

1. Mixed Sec 1 Form Classes

What it used to be

Illustrative Example:

Students in Exp course Students in 
N(A) course

Students in 
N(T) course

What it looks like 
with Full SBB



Examinable Subjects:
• Art
• Design & Technology (D&T)
• Food and Consumer Education

Non-examinable Subjects:
• Character & Citizenship Education 

(CCE)
• Music
• Physical Education (PE)

6 Common Curriculum Subjects The six common curriculum 
subjects would each have a single 
syllabus for all students at Lower 
Secondary levels.

For other subjects (English 
Language, Humanities, 
Mathematics, Mother Tongue 
Languages and Science), students 
will attend classes with others 
taking the subject at the same 
subject level, regardless of their 
course of study.

Implementation of Full SBB



• Students from the Sec 2 N(A) and N(T) cohorts may
also offer Humanities subjects at a more
demanding level, on top of English Language,
Mathematics, Mother Tongue Languages and
Science, if they meet subject-specific criteria by
the end of their Sec 1 year.

Implementation of Full SBB

3. Offering Humanities subjects at a more demanding level
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An example
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Let’s follow one girl’s journey to see what her secondary journey 
would look like with Full SBB.

Margaret
12 years old

• Enjoys reading English storybooks and writing

• Loves running and swimming

• Struggles with Mathematics and Science 

• Tends to compare herself with her peers, as she 

thinks she is not good enough

• Does not handle stress well

P6 Student Card 2023



Margaret takes her PSLE and 
attains a score of 23 points. 

2023

Subject AL

English 4

Mother Tongue 7

Mathematics 6

Science 6

Total 23

She does well for English.



Based on her PSLE 
results, Margaret is 
offered these 
subjects at Sec 1.

Subjects in Sec 1 Level offered

English
Choice of 
G3 or G2

Mathematics

G2

Science

Literature in English

Geography

History

Mother Tongue

Art/Music/PE/CCE
FCE/D&T

Common
Curriculum

2024



Adam Margaret Carol Terry
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Margaret meets her 
classmates in her 
Sec 1 form class

With a common 
curriculum and 
flexibility to take 
subjects at 
different levels, the 
traditional concept 
of a ‘form class’
has changed.

Common Curriculum:
Art, Music, PE, CCE, FCE and D&T

Other 
subjects 
taken at 

G2, with G3 
Mathematics

Other 
subjects 
taken at 

G2, with G3 
English 

Other 
subjects 
taken at 

G1, with G2 
English 

Interested 
in

Writing 

Interested 
in

Basketball

Interested 
in

Drama

Interested 
in

Singing

Other 
subjects 
taken at 
G3, with 

G2 Science 



Adam does extremely well for English 
Language, History and Literature, but did 
not perform as well for Science.

Based on her Sec 1 
results, Margaret is 
offered these subjects 
at Sec 2.

Humanities subjects 
can be offered at a 
more demanding level 
from Sec 2.

Subjects in Sec 2 Level offered

Literature in English
Choice of 
G3 or G2

History
Choice of 
G3 or G2

English G3

Mathematics

G2
Science

Geography

Mother Tongue

Art/Music/PE/CCE
FCE/D&T

Common
Curriculum
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2027

Margaret sits for a common 
national exam at Sec 4 

She uses the results to apply for 
post-secondary institutions

MOE will review the post-secondary 
admissions framework to ensure 
that students have more 
opportunities to progress to post-
secondary courses that match their 
strengths and interests.

N- and O-Level examinations will be 
consolidated into a common 
national examination, where the 
common national certificate will 
state the level at which each 
subject is taken.

2028
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For more 
information, 
please refer to
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Thank you!


